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responsibilities now were about to fall upon their
shoulders. The immediate problem was to transport
vast numbers of troops and animals from Alexandria
to the Canal Zone. From Zagazig to Ismailia the
track was single, and little experience of railway
movements was necessary to recognize that the per-
manent way must be doubled. There was no time to
dispossess, under the ordinary forms of law, owners of
the land which was required for the purpose. What-
ever area was wanted must be taken at once, and
General Maxwell, for the first time, made use of his
requisitioning powers under martial law. Under
a proclamation dated the 4th December 1915, he
authorized the State Railways to take possession of
the land required* There was nothing harsh or
unusual in the measure. The expropriation by the
Government of private property on the score of
public utility is an everyday occurrence in Egypt.
Nor, in fact, did the dispossessed owners protest:
for the proclamation promised them adequate com-
pensation. The doubling of the line was performed
with unexpected rapidity. Even the ordinary train
service was little disturbed ; while unit after unit,
with animals and baggage, were conveyed from the
port of disembarkation to the Canal Zone without
confusion and without accident. The general manager
had good reason to be proud of his staff.
In the midst of this business, the same adminis-
tration was invited by the Expeditionary Force to
undertake a second task. Under the scheme drawn
up for the defence of the Canal, it was laid down that
the roads would be kept free for the movement of
troops and guns, the supply services being provided
with light railways. The Expeditionary Force was
not in a position to construct the latter: it had
neither the material nor the technical staff. In this
predicament, the Commander-in-Chief turned to the

